
Day 1 – Pass it Back 
2 Timothy 2:1-2 
1You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, 2 and what you 
have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will 
be able to teach others also. 

Less than 30 days in Aggieland, I found myself ringing in the first Saturday of 
football season standing in Kyle Field at my first ever Midnight Yell. I didn’t 
know the cheers yells. I didn’t know when to step on the seat in front of me or 
when I could relax and talk with students. I watched yell leaders do more 
pushups than I have done in my entire life. That night I did learn one thing. The 
way the cheer moved over the sea of people is because we all had the 
responsibility to pass it back. Each row was instructed by the row in front of 
them. The whole stadium was in sync because the instructions were clearly 
relayed. 

This is Paul’s charge to the young pastor Timothy. Serving the church in 
Ephesus, Timothy was tasked with rooting out heresy, standing firm in truth, 
and instructing the people under his care with the words of Life. The truth found 
in the Gospel of Christ is not a message to be hoarded, but to be shared. Freely 
and frequently shared to any and all who will give us an ear.  

This is not simply a responsibility for Timothy to complete, but is a message to 
all of us as followers of Jesus to pass it back. To share the life changing truth of 
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection to all that need to hear.  

Josh used the imagery of a baton being passed this Sunday to give us a picture 
of how the gospel goes forth. From whom did you receive the truth? Who 
taught, modeled, and displayed the gospel to you? Take a moment today to 
share with them your appreciation of the role they played in your life.  

To whom do you need to pass it on? Who listens to you, learns from you, is in 
close proximity to you to see, experience, and appreciate the good news of the 
Gospel? Are you hoarding the truth or trying to pass it back?  

Day 2 - Leaving a Legacy 
2 Timothy 1:5-7 
5I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois 
and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well. 6 For this reason I 
remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my 
hands, 7 for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. 

This opening chapter of 2 Timothy provides us with an amazing picture of how 
the gospel moves through the generations. The faith of Lois played a powerful 
role in the coming to faith of her daughter Eunice. Likewise, the influence of 
these two godly women played a major role in the life of faith of Timothy and, 
subsequently, the Christians in Ephesus.  

In whose life have you played a role to lead, establish, confirm, or increase 
faith?  



This should not be a hard question for us to answer. As followers of Jesus 
Christ, many of whom have been committed to this journey for multiple 
decades, we should relish the moments of reflection not recoil at them.  

In whose life do you feel moved to act in this way? Who is the first person that 
comes to mind when asked – Who do you know that does not know Jesus? How 
can you live this week in a manner that opens the doors for conversations and 
questions? Are you praying for them? If not, will you start? Are you seeking or 
avoiding opportunities to show and share how Jesus has and is working in you?  

God has called you- a flawed follower armed with a glorious gospel to be His 
ambassadors to a dying world. You are His instrument, His tool, His means to 
make Himself known. Are you actively engaged in showing and sharing the 
Gospel? 

As a father of a toddler in the questioning phase, I get the opportunity quite 
regularly to share with Cooper about God. Why did God make that? Did God 
make me mean? Does God love everybody? Is God mean?  

My hope is that with each question I take the time to actually answer and not 
dismiss it. My hope is that I stay faithful to the truth and not conform to cultural 
clichés. My hope is that not only through my word but also through my actions 
Cooper comes to know Jesus as his Savior and Lord.  

The question is not do you have an impact in people’s lives. The question is 
what impact are you making? Are you passing on the Truth of God’s love in 
word and deed? 

Day 3 - Pass on Love 
John 13:34-35 
34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 
you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

What are you known by? What are you known as? 
Are you known as a mother who cares deeply for her children? 
Are you known as an employee that works hard for his company? 
Are you known as a boss who treats all with respect? 
Are you known as someone who seeks justice and goodness for all she interacts 
with? 
Are you known as a good neighbor, a devoted friend, or a committed 
teammate?  

Or are you known as a selfish, arrogant, brash, rude, inconsiderate, joyless 
employee/relative/neighbor/spouse who preaches but does not practice?  

Jesus’ words are piercing in John 13 “all people will know you are my 
disciples” by the ways you love. Is a genuine love for others in your top 5 
characteristics? Or have you spent your working years cultivating a work-ethic, 
financial security, commitment to a task, or attention to detail while overlooking 
what really matters? Have you spent your time being such a good worker/
student/father/civic citizen that you have failed to love?  

A few weeks ago, I opened our time together on Sunday saying “I am 
unhealthily competitive” and if you were in the 11 o’clock service an audible 



groan of agreement was released. This statement was confirmed by the crowd. 
However, I am terrified to consider how many would agree if I said, I spend my 
life seeking to love the people of this church. I am known as competitive. Am I 
known as loving? 

Are you known as loving? Do the people you love the most receive the most 
love from you? Or do they receive the worst version of you?  

Do you see the power of loving others for the sake of them meeting and 
knowing Christ? Do you recognize that how you love is not an option to 
consider but a mandate to obey.  

Hear how Paul describes Love to the church of Corinth: If I speak in the 
tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a 
clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries 
and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have 
not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to 
be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.4 Love is patient and kind; 
love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its 
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, 
but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things. 

Day 4 – Pass on Forgiveness 
Ephesians 4:31-32 
31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, 
along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 
as God in Christ forgave you. 

I’m sorry. Will you forgive me? 

Those two words are powerful. They are humble. Truthful. Terrifying to speak 
yet liberating once spoken.  

As a husband and father, I have come to understand the necessity in using these 
two words often. I frequently have to admit my failure and seek forgiveness 
from my wife and child. Should I be better? Absolutely. Should that stop me 
from admitting my faults and seeking forgiveness? Absolutely not.  

Not long after Cooper turned 3, he and I were getting him ready for daycare. 
Both of us were a little sleepy after a difficult night with the bedtime routine 
caused everyone in our house to be upset. Out of the blue, Cooper looked at me 
and said “I’m sorry for not going to sleep last night.” Before I could say, “it’s 
ok buddy, we all have bad nights”, he added “do you forgive me?”.  

Never in my life have I desired for someone to feel forgiveness as much as I did 
in that moment. With joy, I forgave my terror toddler. I gave him a big hug, a 
kiss on the cheek, and a reminder that I will always forgive him because I love 
him so much.  

We pass on forgiveness because we are forgiven people. I have a sneaky 
suspicion that God feels very similarly when His children, you and me, humble 
ourselves to admit our sin, confess our failures, and ask for His forgiveness. As 
the ultimate and best father, God freely forgives and wants us to know we are 
loved dearly.  



Forgiveness requires the release of fairness. Forgiveness may result in a loss.  
Forgiveness frees us to show the love we have received to those we love and 
those God loves! 

1. Who do you need to seek forgiveness from? To whom do you need to 
 say sorry? 
2. Who do you need to forgive? Whose sorry do you need to accept?  

There is power in these two sentences: I’m sorry. Will you forgive me? 
The power is deeply connected to the truth of the gospel.  

Day 5 – Pass On Truth 
2 Timothy 4:1-4 
1I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and 
the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season 
and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and 
teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but 
having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own 
passions, 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 

Are you ready to share the truth? 

This morning, I had two soon-to-be seniors from our college ministry come to 
me to share an idea they had. The root of their idea is that too often we as 
Christians are too hesitant to share our story (testimony). What defines our life 
we often keep confined inside. They were perplexed by this new realization. 
Recently, they had experienced the liberation and empowerment of sharing 
honestly and vulnerably with someone their story in Christ and current 
struggles and successes in following Christ.  

As Paul writes to Timothy in 2 Timothy 4, I see him encouraging this frequent 
and common sharing. I love the challenge in 4:2 to “be ready”. Sharing who 
God is and what He has done and is doing in and through us should not be an 
intimidating proposition. We should naturally share about the one who has 
saved us from what we deserved, loves us despite our failure to properly love 
back. We should easily share of the One who leads our life and directs our 
paths.  

Can you know more? Sure! My hope is you are seeking the Lord in His Word 
and Prayer daily. 

Will you be nervous? Sure! My hope is that fear does not overshadow 
faithfulness. 

Do you have all the answers? Probably not! My hope is you share what God 
desires to speak through you to them.  

May feelings get hurt, conversation get difficult, and toes be stepped on? Most 
likely. Rebuking and exhortation rarely is comfortable for the speaker or the 
hearer yet it is not an excuse to avoid it.  

We are all prone to pursue what feels right and what is easy. The truth of the 
Gospel of Christ often runs counter to the gospel of our world. Will you be 
ready to stand firm? To speak up? To share boldly? To share your story? To be 
used as God intends for the sake of the lost?  


